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DISSERTATION 

Old  Fort  Crawford  and  the  Frontier 

This  dissertation  deals  with  the  events  in  the  Upper  Mississippi 
Valley  centering  about  Old  Fort  Crawford  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 
In  the  early  events  on  the  Mississippi  River  frontier  military 
posts  played  an  important  role.  They  were  established  on  the 
one  hand  to  maintain  peace  among  the  Indian  tribes  of  this  re- 
gion, and  on  the  other  to  protect  the  settler  who  trod  fast  upon 
the  heels  of  the  explorer  and  the  fur  trader. 

The  building  of  Fort  Madison  in  the  Iowa  country  in  1808 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  military  occupancy  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  Valley  by  the  United  States.  But  the  forced  aban- 
donment of  this  post  during  the  War  of  1812,  the  capture  of  Fort 
Shelby,  which  had  been  erected  by  the  Americans  at  Prairie  du 
Chien  in  1813,  the  ill-fated  relief  expedition  under  Lieutenant 
John  Campbell,  and  the  decisive  defeat  of  Major  Zachary  Tay- 
lor by  the  British  and  Indians  at  Credit  Island  delayed  the  at- 
tempt of  the  government  to  gain  control  of  this  region. 

Fort  Crawford  was  built  in  1816,  but  its  site  being  unsatisfac- 
tory it  was  replaced  by  a new  post  on  a higher  elevation  of  the 
prairie  in  1829.  Abandoned  in  1849,  after  the  removal  of  the 
Winnebago  from  Iowa  to  Minnesota,  Fort  Crawford  was  reoccu- 
pied for  a short  time  during  an  Indian  scare  in  1855-1856.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  it  was  used  as  a recruiting  rendezvous  but 
thereafter  served  no  further  military  purpose.  The  garrison  at 
Fort  Crawford  participated  in  the  Indian  treaty  councils  at 
Prairie  du  Chien  in  1825,  1829,  and  1830 ; troops  from  this  post 
saw  service  in  the  Winnebago  outbreak  of  1827  and  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War  in  1832 ; detachments  were  sent  to  drive  out  trespass- 
ing miners  from  the  region  about  Dubuque,  and  soldiers  from 
Fort  Crawford  removed  the  Winnebago  from  Wisconsin  to  Iowa 
and  assisted  in  their  later  removal  to  Minnesota.  In  the  annals 
of  Old  Fort  Crawford  such  names  as  Willoughby  Morgan,  Steph- 
en Watts  Kearny,  Jefferson  Davis,  and  Zachary  Taylor  figure 
prominently. 

Material  for  this  dissertation  was  taken  largely  from  the  files  of 
the  War  Department  and  the  Indian  Office  files  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  the  American  State  Papers , government  documents,  and 
published  accounts  of  visitors  and  public  officials  who  gave  their 
impressions  of  Old  Fort  Crawford. 
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